FARMLAND RESOURCES
PRESERVATION OF FARMING AND FARMLAND

Food and farming are cornerstones of our economy and quality of life. Farms,
fields, woodlands, and orchards create the rural character that is appreciated by
residents and visitors alike. It drives, in part, the region’s rapid population growth
and tourism industry. Farms here produce a diverse range of crops and products.
Our farmland is located in the West Michigan Fruitbelt - a nationally recognized
resource which is increasingly threatened by farmland lost to development.

HEART OF THE LAKES

Heart of the Lakes has created a statewide
map displaying risk areas for loss of productive
farmland to development. In Northwest
Michigan, direct competition from residential
development poses the largest threat to prime
orchard sites, as proximity to water is equally
desirable for each land use. Our region enjoys
significant support from land conservancies
whose strategic farmland protection programs
mitigate these threats.
Source: Heart of the Lakes
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FARMER TO FARMER

Access to farmland is one of the most challenging obstacles
faced by beginning farmers. Meanwhile, 70% of agricultural
land in the U.S. (around 83,000 acres in the Grand Traverse
Region) will change hands in the next 20 years. Recognizing
this as an enormous opportunity, the Grand Traverse Regional
Land Conservancy, Leelanau Conservancy, Michigan State
University Extension and Taste the Local Difference have
partnered to create Michigan’s first farmlink program. Farmer
to Farmer (F2F) is a free, user-driven resource designed to
connect farmland owners and seekers in Antrim, Benzie,
Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, and Manistee Counties.
Launched in June 2017, F2F has already facilitated a
successful match.
www.f2fmi.com Source: Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy
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PERMANENT FARMLAND
PRESERVATION

PERMANENTLY PRESERVED
FARMLAND ACRES

Conservation easements are voluntary legal agreements
that permanently restrict land use to conserve agricultural
areas. Due to the highly diversified landscapes in Northwest
Michigan, farmland protection efforts often lead to the
protection of other natural resources as well. In 2016 and
2017, The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy,
Leelanau Conservancy, and Little Traverse Conservancy
collectively secured permanent protection for 1,239.5 acres of
farmland. Source: The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Leelanau

5,565.5
2010-2017

Conservancy, and Little Traverse Conservancy

WATER QUALITY

MAEAP verified farms help to improve water quality by
preventing contaminants such as sediments, nutrients,
and pesticides from polluting our waters. To put this into
perspective, here are a couple of statewide statistics for 2017:
Substances reduced on MAEAP farms could have:
• Filled 9,450 dump trucks with sediment (10 yards each).
• Grown 128,257,500 lbs of algae in surface waters due
to Phosphorus runoff pollution.
• Grown 36,425,130 lbs of algae in surface waters due to
Nitrogen runoff pollution.
• Contaminated 6,156,360,000 gallons of water due to
Nitrogen runoff pollution (> 10 ppm)
Source: Michigan Department of Agriculture
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The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program
(MAEAP) and its partners work together to preserve farmland
and foster a culture of agricultural stewardship. MAEAP
protects farmers’ interests and our shared natural resources
by assessing management standards for soil erosion,
water stewardship, chemical and fuel storage, and waste
management practices. Statewide, 4,366 farm systems have
been MAEAP-verified. In Northwest Michigan, 443 farms have
implemented 5,002 conservation practices to protect local
natural resources.

• 10,993 tons Sediment Reduced
• 17,589 lbs. Phosphorus Reduced
• 35,178 lbs. Nitrogen Reduced

